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The Highway Safety Section of the Department of Roads is charged with
the collection, analysis, and publication of information about city, county,
and state motor vehicle traffic accidents in Nebraska. This publication
provides information about accident trends. 

Elevating public awareness is an important step toward reducing the
number and severity of traffic accidents. Safety awareness is the best
defense as each of us drives our vehicle. This is especially important since
driving is probably the most dangerous activity in which most of us will
ever engage.

The information in this publication is made possible by the efforts of
dedicated law enforcement officers across the state. Without their
commitment to collecting accurate and timely information on motor vehicle
accidents, monitoring highway safety in Nebraska would be impossible.
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The data contained in this booklet are based
on Reportable Accidents Only as defined below.
Definitions of various accident categories are
also provided.

Definitions

Reportable Accident ............An accident which involves death, injury, or
property damage in excess of $500.00 to the
property of any one person.

All Accidents ........................The total number of reportable motor vehicle
accidents including fatal, injury or property
damage.

Fatal Accident ......................Motor vehicle accident that results in fatal
injuries to one or more persons.

Injury Accident ................... .Motor vehicle accident that results in injuries,
other than fatal, to one or more persons.

Property Damage
Only Accident (PDO).......... .Motor vehicle accident in which there is no

injury to any person, but only damage to a
motor vehicle, or to other property, including
injury to domestic animals.
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Ten-Year Trend in Fatal Accidents
(Figure 2)

Death Rate Per 100 Million Vehicle Miles (1961-2000)
(Figure 1)
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PDO 60.3%

Injury 39.2%

Fatal .5%

All Accidents in Nebraska (2000)
(Figure 3)

In 2000, the death rate on Nebraska roadways was 1.6 persons killed per
100 million vehicle miles traveled. The death rate in Nebraska, from 1961 to
2000 is represented in Figure 1 (Page 2). Even though the death rate
fluctuates from year to year, there has been a general downward trend. Much
of this reduction can be attributed to improvements in vehicle design, roadway
engineering, emergency medical services, specific safety programs,
enforcement and improved driver awareness.

Figure 2 (Page 2) depicts the number of fatal accidents per year for the last
ten years. There were 242 fatal accidents in 2000, thirteen less than were
recorded in 1999.

Fatal accidents make up only a small portion of the total accidents in
Nebraska. Property damage only (PDO) accidents make up the majority.
Figure 3 shows the percentage distribution of all accident types. In 2000,
there were 242 fatal accidents, 18,805 injury accidents and 28,886 property
damage only accidents. Fatal accidents made up .5% of all accidents, and
injury and PDO accidents made up 39.2% and 60.3%, respectively.
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County
Accidents Persons Killed

and Injured

Total Fatal Injury PDO Killed Injured

Adams 848 2 211 635 2 310
Antelope 175 1 47 127 1 72
Arthur 12 0 3 9 0 3
Banner 20 1 6 13 1 9
Blaine 15 1 4 10 2 6
Boone 112 0 33 79 0 48
Box Butte 295 2 78 215 2 123
Boyd 39 0 8 31 0 16
Brown 73 1 21 51 1 26
Buffalo 1,357 11 508 838 13 793
Burt 144 0 50 94 0 75
Butler 161 2 61 98 2 94
Cass 591 7 198 386 7 298
Cedar 153 2 53 98 2 95
Chase 56 0 18 38 0 24
Cherry 93 0 38 55 0 64
Cheyenne 247 6 66 175 7 123
Clay 146 4 40 102 4 54
Colfax 259 3 62 194 3 102
Cuming 264 2 79 183 4 126
Custer 236 1 76 159 1 110
Dakota 478 2 185 291 2 277
Dawes 280 2 62 216 4 98
Dawson 580 8 181 391 8 281
Deuel 76 2 35 39 2 78
Dixon 100 2 30 68 2 44
Dodge 1,034 6 364 664 8 549
Douglas 14,538 23 6,892 7,623 24 10,647
Dundy 43 0 10 33 0 19
Fillmore 145 0 48 97 0 73
Franklin 73 1 26 46 1 35
Frontier 79 1 26 52 1 40
Furnas 117 2 28 87 3 46
Gage 769 5 212 552 6 304
Garden 48 1 13 34 1 18
Garfield 28 1 8 19 1 15
Gosper 62 0 19 43 0 24
Grant 21 0 2 19 0 6
Greeley 49 1 17 31 1 25
Hall 1,814 7 608 1,199 7 957
Hamilton 306 4 81 221 4 139
Harlan 84 1 19 64 2 37
Hayes 18 0 9 9 0 13
Hitchcock 62 1 18 43 1 28
Holt 268 7 82 179 11 131
Hooker 15 0 5 10 0 8
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1999 Accident Data by County



County
Accidents Persons Killed

and Injured

Total Fatal Injury PDO Killed Injured

6

Howard 181 5 47 129 5 72
Jefferson 241 3 47 191 4 62
Johnson 136 1 25 110 1 37
Kearney 157 1 58 98 1 90
Keith 315 6 102 207 7 176
Keya Paha 12 0 6 6 0 6
Kimball 145 4 63 78 6 108
Knox 131 3 41 87 3 75
Lancaster 8,158 24 3,631 4,503 27 5,600
Lincoln 1,168 4 402 762 4 655
Logan 21 0 7 14 0 11
Loup 22 0 5 17 0 6
Madison 1,028 1 381 646 1 590
McPherson 11 0 5 6 0 6
Merrick 200 3 69 128 3 108
Morrill 168 4 43 121 4 79
Nance 108 0 30 78 0 39
Nemaha 213 5 58 150 6 98
Nuckolls 95 2 26 67 2 37
Otoe 333 1 113 219 1 176
Pawnee 114 1 17 96 1 29
Perkins 44 1 11 32 2 14
Phelps 264 1 81 182 1 121
Pierce 160 2 66 92 2 109
Platte 1,013 4 318 691 7 486
Polk 116 0 36 80 0 51
Red Willow 319 0 95 224 0 140
Richardson 247 2 56 189 2 92
Rock 41 0 9 32 0 17
Saline 353 4 76 273 4 108
Sarpy 2,245 6 998 1,241 7 1,602
Saunders 393 2 161 230 2 261
Scotts Bluff 928 5 321 602 6 503
Seward 472 6 147 319 6 228
Sheridan 150 2 47 101 3 77
Sherman 76 1 25 50 1 49
Sioux 35 0 15 20 0 26
Stanton 107 4 39 64 5 76
Thayer 158 4 33 121 4 56
Thomas 16 0 3 13 0 3
Thurston 128 0 48 80 0 72
Valley 103 1 27 75 1 46
Washington 410 1 134 275 1 203
Wayne 181 0 53 128 0 78
Webster 134 1 35 98 1 53
Wheeler 21 0 6 15 0 11
York 479 4 149 326 4 211

Total 47,933 242 18,805 28,886 276 29,216
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2000 Data
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During 2000:

One accident occurred every 11 minutes
80 persons were injured each day

One person was killed every 32 hours

The economic loss in terms of dollars was $2,112,946,000**

**Economic loss figures are derived from the Federal Highway Administration’s
publication No. FHWA-RD-91-055 dated October 1991.

Summary
Number of Traffic Accidents

All Accidents ........................................................................47,933

Property Damage Only (PDO) ........................28,886

Injury Accidents................................................18,805

Persons Injured ............................................29,216

Fatal Accidents......................................................242

Fatalities.............................................................276

Number of Registered Vehicles in Nebraska................1,853,962

Number of Licensed Drivers in Nebraska.....................1,262,755

Number of Vehicles in Accidents*......................................81,727

Number of Drivers in Accidents*........................................78,319

*There may be more than one vehicle or driver involved in a 
single accident. Parked, and driverless vehicles are included.
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MV-MV 63.7%
Overturned 3.2%

Pedestrian .9%
Pedalcyclist .7%
Other 1.5%

Animal 8.3%

Fixed Object 12.5%

Parked Vehicle 9.2%

Railroad 2.1%

MV-MV 45.9%
Overturned 15.7%

Pedestrian 6.6%

Pedalcyclist 1.2%

Other 3.3%

Animal .8%

Fixed Object 24.4%

Fatal Accidents
(Figure 6)

First Harmful Event

First harmful event (FHE) is the initial incident that causes injury or damage.
It is sometimes referred to as “type of accident” and implies a collision with
each of the objects listed in the following charts. “Overturned” and “other”
accidents refer to accidents where no collision is involved (e.g., a car loses
control and overturns, a car catches on fire).

First harmful events for all accidents and for fatal accidents are shown in
Figures 5 and 6. In both instances, collisions between two or more motor
vehicles (MV-MV) make up the majority of accidents. Accidents involving fixed
objects, vehicles overturning, pedestrians and trains tend to be more severe,
as indicated by their overrepresentation in fatal accidents as compared to all
accidents.

All Accidents
(Figure 5)


